Regis University

ePublications at Regis University
Highlander - Regis University's Student-Written
Newspaper

Archives and Special Collections

12-11-2007

2007 Highlander Vol 90 No 13 December 11,
2007

Follow this and additional works at: https://epublications.regis.edu/highlander
Part of the Catholic Studies Commons, and the Education Commons
Recommended Citation
"2007 Highlander Vol 90 No 13 December 11, 2007" (2007). Highlander - Regis University's Student-Written Newspaper. 251.
https://epublications.regis.edu/highlander/251

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives and Special Collections at ePublications at Regis University. It has been accepted
for inclusion in Highlander - Regis University's Student-Written Newspaper by an authorized administrator of ePublications at Regis University. For
more information, please contact epublications@regis.edu.

HIGHlANDER EXCLUSIVE!

ARRUPE-REGIS
ALLIANCE

An in-depth look at the partnership
between Arrupe Jesuit High School
and our university.
See Page 6-10

REGIS UNIVERSITY

1

Volume 90, Issue 13
,
•

a weekly publication

an

Serving the Regis community since 1888
· ·
www.reg1sh1ghlander.com

Tuesday, December 11, 200]

1t s beginning to look a lot like ...

:.IGHTS DOWN WWEU..: Henry and Geraldine Chapa spent several days creating a lighted masterpiece which can be spotted a few blocks down Lowell Blvd. Henry and
Geraldine have lived at the residence for four years, previously living at 35th and Meade for nearly 18 years. The Chapas welcome all to visit their home.

Freshmen showcase w-ork from w-riting seminars
Amber Alarid
Staff Reporter
Early on Wednesday, Dec. 5, freshmen gathered in the Dining Hall to celebrate the hard work accomplished in
their writing seminars. Separated into
two events (the second on Friday, Dec.
7), several students shared some of
their best work for this year's
Freshman Writing Showcase.
First was Kate McCarthy, a student
of Dr. Sally Spencer-Thomas, director
of
leadership
development.
McCarthy's essay, "Ordinary People as
Exceptional Leaders: Leadership
Issues Facing Non-Profit Refugee Aid
Organizations," detailed her family's
personal connection to refugee aid
organizations.

McCarthy combined childhood memories with interviews of her father, who
is a part of a non-profit organization
that assists Bosnian refugees. Her
essay led the audience on a journey
from the simple childhpod concerns of
middle class Americans to the discovery that life is about more than "being
cool." For some, including the family
McCarthy's father took her to meet, life
is merely about surviving long enough
to make a better life for one's family.
The story reflected a sort of coming of
age story, the point at which one realizes a life is bigger than one's self.
As the next speaker demonstrated,
every coming of age journey is also
influenced by outside factors.
Brandon Blessing, a honors student
of Dr. Karen Adkins, associate dean, in

Education is a constant process of questioning what we know, where it came from, and
how reliable that information is.
"Where is it You're Going, and Where
Have You Come From?" referenced the
intellectual conflicts of Phaedrus, a
character in Robert Pirsig's Zen and
the Art ofMotorcycle Maintenance.
In doing so, Blessing recounted his
intellectual journey and the realization
that education is more than the random bits of information stored by rote
memorization for an exam. Rather, he
defined education as being less idealistic than it is made out to be. Education
is a constant process of questioning

what we know, where it came from,
and how reliable that information is.
Education is about being able to define
what knowledge can be truly useful and
trustworthy at the same time.
Meagan Robbins, student of Dr.
Joanne Karpinski, associate professor
of English, switched gears with an
essay based on an anecdote of her
experience on a community-based
field trip at the beginning of the semester.

See showcase on page 2
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Showcase from front page
Contact the Highlander
3333 Regis Blvd, Mail Stop 1-8
Denver, CO 80221

Our Mission:
As the staff of the Regis University

weekly publication, the
Highlander, we intend to serve the
campus and the neighborhood by
providing a forum for news, information and exploring ideas.
Our publication is designed
to cultivate awareness,
undestanding and
dialogue about matters of
community importance.

Editor-in-Chief
Maricor Coquia

Opinions Editors
Jen Janes
Jacqueline Kharouf
Nate Lange, student of Dr. Steve Doty, professor of philosophy, wrote about the media's representation of what is "acceptable" in
"Corporate Nudity: Hollister Exposed."

In particular, a trip to the cafe SAME
inspired her essay, "Humanity's
Restaurant: A Look into the Wonders
of SAME." (SAME stands for So All
May Eat, a local cafe that provides
organic food to people across the economic spectrum.)
Robbins described the will to change
the world as "contagious." Her essay
advocated change in the way society
looks at charity versus providing every
human with a sense of dignity. At the
cafe, the atmosphere is not that of a
soup kitchen, in which people are
giuen a m.ea\. out. o{ "Q'l'cy·, 1:afue1:, eacb.

customer is aJJowea the opportunity to
provide for themselves, giving what

they can for their meal, and 'in turn
receiving not only quality food, but the
sense of dignity in helping one's self.
Reading "The Semiotics of an
Advertisement" was Jamie Maynard, a
student of Dr. Eleanor Swanson, professor of English.
Maynard analyzed popular culture
and the influence on how people feel
about a product. She focused on the
up and coming "trendy" culture, mod-

// did you
get the memo?

>>
On campus advertising is now free>> Yes, we said it:
free .

If there,s something you want Regis
to know, spread your
message (space pending) with the newspaper every Ranger
knows to trust: The
Highlander>>

Inquire at
regishighlander-com
>>>>

ogy, gave a personal look into the public policy regarding immigration in
"The Dream Act: Hoping for a Future
Education."
Soto-Valenzuela
described the policy's effort to allow
undocumented students in the U.S. to
apply for financial aid and scholarships to attend college. Using careful
research to dispel common misconceptions, Soto-Valenzuela shared her personal experiences as an "alien"--a
strong student, yet unable to get financial aid at Regis due to her undocumented status.
"Writing is hard" was one of the
wrote about the media's representation of what is "acceptable" in opening statements Dr. Narcisi, assis"Corporate
Nudity:
Hollister tant professor of English, used to
Exposed."
describe how her students have conLange used teenage popular culture veyed their feelings about writing.
to demonstrate how the youth is Nonetheless, as demonstrated by the
specifically targeted in ads, using impressi.ve essays of the seven presenHollister as an example. Youth are ters, the fruits of hard work are always
often hypnotized by seductive ads con- worth celebrating.
taining yachts and bonfires on the
beach with countless friends, accord- Freshman Amber Alarid is a student in Dr.
ing to Lange's careful analysis of the Mary Beth Callie's freshman seminar.
Hollister website. The use of subtle
humor and irony in Lange's paper also
brought the audience to almost uncontrollable laughter- given that many
Freshman Seminar
realized they have bought into the
Readings
store's attempts to sell an unreal ideal
Friday, December 7, 2007
that Hollister equates social acceptance.
"Live Green, Don't Go Yellow" was Kayla Pouncey, "A Head-Smashing
the slogan of Spencer Smith's essay on Kiss"
cars that run on ethanol rather than Student of Dr. Lara Narcisi
traditional gasoline. Smith is a student
of Dr. John Cross, professor of educa- Angie Shugarts: "Decoding Gender
tion.
Codes : Populism vs. Elitism in a
His examination of the process of Hollister Window Display"
making enough ethanol to run E85 Student of Dr. Mark Bruhn
cars attempted to make people look
closer at the deceptive nature of GM Claire Levens: "Ghanian Hospital
advertisements. In particular, in its Life"
"Live Green, Go Yellow" campaign, Student of Dr. Barb Nelson
GM uses selective advertising to promote the idea that if everyone switched Lauren DeRosier, "Country Joe
to E85 cars, we would have no more McDonald"
problems with gasoline, energy, and Student of Dr. Mark Davenport
the cost of buying oil. Nonetheless, he
points out how unrealistic it would be Ester Green, "The Brainchild of Fear"
to begin growing corn to run cars. Student of Dr. Joan Betz
Using ethanol fuel, he argues, would
ultimately be less efficient, especially if Erin Trumble, "21st Century Silent
it gets less mileage and costs more Epidemic"
than gasoline. In the end , Smith Student of Mrs. Marcia Gilbert
encouraged people to question advertisements instead of taking every word Danait Redai, "Domeniche Romane
(Roman Sundays)"
to be a true statement.
Ending the showcase, Tania Soto- Student of Dr. Kari Kloos
Valenzuela, student of Dr. Eve
Passerini, assistant professor of socio!-

eled after the stereotypical wealthy
lifestyle. Maynard vividly portrayed
the way people are now sold traits,
rather than acquiring them. From the
middle class upward, people are being
sold the idea that in order to be sophisticated, one must drink a certain brand
of liquor-or, in order to be sexy, one
must buy yet another kind. Maynard's
essay exposed all the ways in which
personalities can be bought and sold
by simple puppeteering by advertisers.
Nate Lange, student of Dr. Steve
Doty, professor of philosophy, also

~tt ZOO?
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ALPHA SIGMA NU INDUCTEES

Photo by Dr. Mary Beth Callie
LEFf TO RIGHT: Accepted inductees of Alpha Sigma Nu, the Jesuit Honor Society,
pledge to continually live the ideals of"Scholarship, Loyalty, and Service." The induction took place Sunday, Dec. 9, in the St. John Francis Re~s Chape~ at 1 p.m:, followed
by a reception in the Mountain View Room. Congratulations to this year's mductees:
Maricor K. Coquia, Trisha J. Curtis, Phuong T. Dinh, Rachael M. Einfeldt, Drew B.
Jones Joshua A. Meier, Aaron B. Mejia, Kelsey M. Melander, Kimberly A. Meschede,
Sarah' M. Moran, Zachary J . Owens, Pearl A. Shields, Colleen M. Tholen, Mary-

Photo by Graham Hunt

On Saturday, Dec. 8, many participated in the annual Father Woody Christmas party
held at the Adams Mark Hotel in downtown Denver. The event provides a hot meal
and needed gifts for children, adults, and families in need, especially during this holiday season.

Elizabeth Waldrep!
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Regis University is seeking comments from ~e p~blic.about the University in pr.eparation ~or its. ~eriodic evaluation
by its regional accrediting agency. The Umvers~ty will un~er_go a comprehensive evaluabon. vi~1t February 25-27,
oo8, by a team representing the Higher_ Leammg Comm~ss~on ~f the North Cen~r.~ Assoc1ab~n of ~ollege~ an~
2
Schools. Regis University has been accredi.te~ b~ the .cor_nm1ss1on sm~e ~952. The vis1bng team will review the mstitution's ongoing ability to meet the Comm1ss10n s Cntena for Accreditation.
The public is invited to submit comments regarding the University:
Public Comment on Regis University
The Higher Learning Commission
30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400
Chicago, Illinois 60602
Comments must address substantive matters related to the quality of the institution. or its academic programs.
Comments must be in writing and signed; comments cannot be treated as confidential. All comments must be
received at the Commission no later than January 18, 2008.

Winter Interim
Session (January
2009) will not be
held. Students
should enroll in the
2008 Winter
Interim or Summer
Sessions. For more
information, contact
the Office of
Summer Session at
303-458-4968 or
stop by Loyola 12.
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HUNG Vs DUGGAN
•

A student shares his thoughts on last

week's column while another ponders
the existence of God, the purpose of life,
and spider webs.

Photo by Chelsea Coalwell
Fr. Hung Pham, S.J. (left), associate university minister, and Dr. Tom Duggan (right), associate professor of Philosophy, share a laugh after an "intense" debate over the existence of God. The event took place in the Townhouse Commons, Thursday, Nov.15, at 7 p.01.

dents wanted to learn on a Thursday

great motivator for language and that

Attendees listened intently through

nigbt even tbougb no one had to be
here." Pham agreed with Duggan 's

bis Irish heritage led him to believe in

the debate and open questions period.

God and to join the Jesuits once he
statement. Both professors have many began at Regis University. Duggan
On Thursday, years of graduate school education in explained his long history with religion
November 15, 2007 religion and philosophy. Pham came and education and how his dissertaI
attended the to America from Viet Nam in his early tion eventually got him forcefully
debate between Fr. teens with his family. Duggan and removed from the Jesuits. Religion, in
Hung Pham, S.J. Pham went to undergraduate school at his mind, is now literature, not a
and Dr. Thomas Regis, and also spent some of their redemptive truth that will lead to an
Duggan, associate time at St. Louis University for their eternal savior. He explained that reliprofessor of philosophy and ex-Jesuit,
about the existence of God. Organized Duggan addressed my second question saying that
by junior Resident Assistant Josh
Meier, over 50 students attended the the emptiness is not empty but a web of different
event. Perceptions of how one views ideas. I replied that spiders destroy their own webs
God in a philosophical perspective can
greatly vary. Pham looks at God in a and die in their own webs. Most people laughed at
reasonably traditional Christian this and the question was dropped.
Catholic perspective, where as Duggan
views god as a central character in religious literature. I am somewhere in graduate school. Academics and reli- gion is just another literature to him,
between on what God represents to gion have been important in improving like philosophy, psychology, or the scime.
both of their lives. Pham and Duggan ences.
Humans have progressed
Attendance was much higher than seemed poised to talk and debate the through stages of what will redeem
was expected at the event; over half of existence of God while sitting in two people. First it was religion, then scithe audience was standing or sitting on bar height chairs, only separated by a ence, and now literature. People are
the floor. While I was waiting for the table.
looking for something redemptive in
speech to begin, I was wondering how
Meier introduced each speaker and life and a purpose.
Pham would deal with the challenging explained how the event was going to
In the rebuttal portion, both focused
debate. Duggan has been a Jesuit and be arranged. Each speaker would on emptiness and the search for purthen a non-believer of God for nearly describe their perspective, then a pose. Many people are searching for a
40 years.. Pham hasn't been alive for round of counter debating, and finally way to fill the emptiness in their lives;
40 years. Students were the only peo- questions from the audience. Pham Pham claimed that this emptiness was
ple who attended the event other that introduced himself and told of his edu- from a lack of understanding God.
the two professors and Joel Schneider, cational background, offering a few Duggan agreed with the experience of
Residence Life Coordinator for the points for his argument for God's exis- emptiness, but that the search for purtown homes. The students came from tence. He said that literature, whether pose can be filled with literature, and
many different major backgrounds, interpreted literally or morally, was the creation of new literature. Pham
but particularly Philosophy, Religious proof that God was a part of people's then asked if Duggan knew of Taoism
Studies, and Peace and Justice. Most lives. Next he stated that nearly all and if he could believe it to be true.
students either read the promotion societies have some form of greater Duggan said he did, but he didn't play
posters around the town homes, or being responsible for judgment and that game because he didn't underheard about the debate from the two the creation and movement of civiliza- stand it. Pham then made the point
professors in their classes.
tion. Lastly, people seek to fill an that just because someone doesn't
Both professors where asked to emptiness inside of them through understand something doesn't mean it
speak at this debate, but I believe they God ..
doesn't exist. The debate between
also wanted to speak at this event.
Duggan stood up and began an Irish them didn't really get anywhere so they
Duggan said at the end of the night folk song that sung about the Virgin then opened the discussion to the
that he "was glad that so many stu- Mary. He explained that religion was a audience.

God's existence was the main topic of
the evening and the conversations
stuck closely to this theme. The idea of
God is an important theory to many
people's lives. People give this as the
reason they exist and the essence of
their being. Others think it is not a
truth, or they just don't care. I struggle
with the idea of God, but I think it is an
idea/ reality that needs to be contemplated.
The questions were somewhat varied, but many were focused on how
someone can think God exists or doesn't exist. I asked a couple of questions
that deeply concern me, including
"Where is hope. Hope for society and
the growth and improvement(s) of
society...to go to Jesuit ideals of Magis
(more) or (better) and the ideal of cura
personalis for a movement and forever." Also, "if the emptiness that people
have for purpose is like a balloon or
like a milk can, can it expand and
decrease without losing shape and substance, or is there a limit that can be
less than full and can this space over
flow its container." In response to my
first question, Pham said that both
Religion and other factors give hope
and that God and eternal life was the
movement and the hope. Duggan said
that this was true, but that the movement was our peers pushing us, rather
than God. Duggan addressed my second question saying that the emptiness
is not empty but a web of different
ideas. I replied that spiders destroy
their own webs and die in their own
webs. Most people laughed at this and
the question was dropped. I hope to
take this question up further with
Duggan later.

'rone Haug 'oS
.Senior
Honors
Student

See Debate on next page
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representative of the entire Regis com- open-minded sentiment is offset with
Debate from previous page
munity. They're not.
an antithetical one: ".... if we were
Honors Philosophy
Attendees listened intently through
A particularly frustrating misuse of doing our job on this campus, Dr.
Major
"we" reads, "A Catholic University Duggan wouldn't feel so comfortable in the debate and open questions period.
should be a learning ground for the his skin. None of us should feel com- God's existence was the main topic of
What is more Truth God has revealed to us. We need fortable!"
the evening and the conversations
troubling than her reinforcement and support of our
stuck
closely to this theme. The idea of
It is interesting that Rodgers
use of the words Catholic Faith. " No, we don't! At least I
God
is
an important theory to many
"strongly believes" that dialogue and
"reason"
and don't. And besides, shouldn't Catholics
people's
lives. People give this as the
debate are important but that those
"Truth" is the way welcome challenges to their faith? Isn't
reason
they
exist and the essence of
who participate should "not feel com.
.
that contributing hearing a different view and applying
their
being.
Others think it is not a
writer Juhe Rodgers used and misused our God-given Reason simply going to fortable in [their] skin." Her insinua- truth, or they just don't care. I struggle
tion - far from praising open discusthe word "we." "We" appeared no less
strengthen spiritual resolve?
sion - is that debate is healthy in so far with the idea of God, but I think it is an
th a_n 2 8 times throughout her Dec.
Rodgers engages in more inaccurate as it strengthens faith and brings God idea/reality that needs to be contem4
article, and not once was the term han- generalizing when she writes, "This is into people's lives. But if it's not okay plated. Others think it is not a truth
dled with the care or nuance that it why we serve. We serve because we are for someone like Dr. Duggan to enter or they just don't care. I struggle with
deserves.
called to be Jesus in the world. We the fray and invoke different spiritual the idea of God, but I think it is an
The problem lies in the fact that serve because we are called to see principles, then the word is not idea/reality that needs to be contemplated.
Rodgers s~e~ to assume that every- Jesus in one another."
"debate." The word is "evangelizing."
The questions were somewhat varone at Regis IS a hook-line-and-sinker
If the Regis community, as Rodgers
But it is not the contradictions of the
Catholic. Even though this is indeed a imagines, was simply an orgy of Rodgers piece that bother me most. ied, but many were focused on how
Jesuit university, not all Regis stu- Catholic theology, lessons, and ideals Nor is it the fact that not a single quote someone can think God exists or doesdents came here for spiritual nourish- neither I nor a large chunk of the stu~ from the Hung-Duggan debate was n't exist. I asked a couple of questions
ment. Rodgers wrote, "I came to Regis dent body would continue our educa- included in her column. Nor is it her that deeply concern me, including
~o find Truth ....! came to Regis know- tion here. Some of us place more value tactless assertion that Dr. Duggan "Where is hope. Hope for society and
mg very well that it was a Catholic on learning than filling our souls with should feel uncomfortable on campus the growth and improvement(s) of
University. I came to Regis because I the light of Christ. If I wanted my high- for daring to speak without using society...to go to Jesuit ideals of Magis
(more) or (better) and the ideal of cura
believe Truth is ...Jesus Christ." That is er education to be a lesson on Catholic Vatican II as his script.
personalis
for a movement and forevabsolutely fine. But what isn't fine is to philosophy then I would be in a semiWhat really bothers me most is that
assume that the rest of the student nary. I bet in the seminary I could with each thoughtless use of the word er." Also, "if the emptiness that people
body came to Regis for the same rea- escape the "fallen society" that Regis "we" that appeared in last week's have for purpose is like a balloon or
sons. Becoming a better snowboarder perpetuates.
paper, I am lumped into the same like a milk can, can it expand and
was higher on my list of priorities than
There is also a great deal of group as Ms. Rodgers, a group of peo- decrease without losing shape and subbecoming a better Catholic, yet hypocrisy and illogic in Rodgers' argu- ple willing to concede that the spiritual stance, or is there a limit that can be
Rodgers haphazardly tosses around ments. "I strongly believe," Rodgers life is not easy while at the same time less than full and can this space over
"we" as though her sentiments were wrote, "that it is important to have dia- condemning the things and people that flow its container." In response to my
first question, Pham said that both
logue at a Jesuit University." This make it hard.
Religion and other factors give hope
and that God and eternal life was the
movement and the hope. Duggan said
that this was true, but that the movement was our peers pushing us, rather
than God. Duggan addressed my secAsszst~nt professor of the Jordan River. And he told his lis- his own business at the tax collector ond question saying that the emptiness
of Busmess
teners that a M~ssiah was coming who post when Jesus came by. Being a tax is not empty but a web of different
would sh~e thmgs up even more. He collector was a miserable job, but ideas. l replied that spiders destroy
would be ~ike a great thresher of grain. Matthe-w nad st.opped \ookin~ for any- fueir own -webs an.d. d."-• 'rt\. ~~;._., """'""""
Imagine a fellow The Messiah would gather the wheat thing better Jong ago. Matthew had webs
. .lvfost people laughed at this aDd
named Larry who is and shake it up good until ll1e grain fell adopted a survival mentality and the question was dropped. I hope to
in his mid-2os and away from the stalks. He would thresh drank heavily to forget his problems. take this question up further with
has a pretty nice life the grain some more until the seeds Then he met Jesus. They talked for Duggan later.
for himself. Larry broke free of their tough outer husks. just a few minutes and, suddenly,
I thoroughly enjoyed the debate and
has a good job, fam- Then he would gather those good seeds Matthew saw reason for hope. He saw hope that other similar debates are
ily in Greeley, and friends from college into his barn and sweep the rest of the a glimmer of possibility that took his held about different subjects and with
whom he sees quite a bit. He has a stuff away.
breath away. So Matthew left his post different professors. I also enjoyed the
We, of course, are the grain. At the and his miserable job, and he left format and how students attended,
great apartment not far from downtown. The apartment is a mess but heart of each of our lives is good seed behind his survival mentality and even though the event was not
Larry doesn't mind; in fact, he likes it that is precious to God, that can be put heavy drinking, too.
required and on a Thursday night,
Jesus once sent out 72 disciples, when most students go out. One way I
that way. His living room serves as a to good use. Our lives are also filled
video entertainment center and stor- with stalks and husks that may have two by two to proclaim the good news hope to follow up on this debate is to
age room. It's filled with his DVD & served a purpose at one time but aren't and to help those in need of healing. read Dr. Duggan's dissertation that got
video game collections, camping gear, so precious any more and are getting in And there were plenty of followers in him thrown out of the Jesuits. I talked
snow boards, free weights, and assort- the way. God wants to shake us free of that group who were afraid or lazy or to him after the debate and he said he
ed other stuff. Larry keeps most of his those things. Jesus is the great shaker- selfish, who were quick to judge or had had a copy of it in his office and that I
clothes stacked in the dining room upper. Jesus shakes people up by bad tempers. Jesus invited them to could come by and pick it up. The
since the washing machine is right renewing their faith, rekindling their love, to care about people who needed debate was informative and helpful in
me more information to continnearby and he never uses the dining
Love changes things. It shakes us up and causes us to giving
ue to mull, so I can make up my own
room anyway.
Then a funny thing happens. Larry reorder our priorities. Things that were never on our mind.
meets a wonderful woman and they radar screen before suddenly become very important. We
Haug wrote this piece for COM 210.
fall in love. Suddenly, Larry's life is
turned upside down. A few things in see things with new eyes.
won't work for us anymore. Maybe
his life begin to change dramatically in
we'll
have to scale way back on our
ways he never expected. Now Larry hope, and drawing them into greater them. The disciples gave it a try and
extensive
television viewing because
they discovered their loving selves
doesn't want to eat dinner in front of love.
it's
taking
two much time and attenOne
day
Jesus
walked
into
buried
underneath
the
the
fear,
selfishthe 1V all the time because he wants to
tion
and
because
living our own life is
ness,
sleepy
little
town
of
Sychar
and
asked
a
and
anger.
After
that
discovery,
share lots of meals with someone else.
much
more
interesting
than watching
Samaritan
woman
for
a
they
were
ready
for
God
drink
of
water.
to
sweep
away
He is no longer able to devote two
hours to Halo every night because he That shook things up good: Jews all the stuff that was getting in the way. someone else live theirs. Maybe we'll
We come to this season of Advent, have to let go of past hurts that we've
suddenly has new and better ways to weren't supposed to talk with
spend that time. And his long-stand- Samaritans and men weren't supposed and we ask ourselves, "Are we ready held onto for a long time because we
ing habit of keeping things to himself to talk with women. But Jesus did it for God to shake things up in our lives, want to move into new relationships
will have to go because he's thinking of anyway! By sharing a cup of cold water too?" If we allow Jesus into our lives, without all the old baggage. Maybe fear
Jesus helped the woman to see that he's going to shake things up; he or cynicism will be shaken loose
sharing a life with someone else.
Love changes things. It shakes us up God cared about her a lot more than always does. Perhaps Jesus will renew because we catch a glimmer of a plan
and causes us to reorder our priorities. she ever imagined. Jesus reminded our faith so that God is not some that includes us and we don't want
Things that were never on our radar the woman just how thirsty she was, abstract possibility in a distant comer anything to hold us back from it.
During this holy season may God
screen before suddenly become very and that her thirst was for God. Jesus of the universe but a real, loving,
come
into our lives again. May he
important. We see things with new renewed the woman's faith that day, steadfast presence right here with us.
shake
us
up good to free us from stalk
Perhaps
Jesus
will
rekindle
our
hope
eyes. Habits and routines with which and it shook her up good. She had
and chaff and tough outer husks. May
even
in
the
midst
of
obstacles
and
chalbeen
satisfied
with
a
life
of
cynicism
we were once quite comfortable now
God draw us into greater faith and
seem incompatible with the life we and shallow relationships, but that life lenges. Perhaps Jesus will draw us
hope
and love.
want to live. It is this kind of shake-up wasn't going to work for her any more. into greater love.
As he does that, our lives will be
Her cynicism and defense mechanisms
that the gospel speaks about today.
shaken. Perhaps parts of our lives just
John the Baptist liked to shake were shaken loose that day.
'08
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Pulling students out of a typical science class to talk about college essays,
scholarships, and financial aid packages is not unusual for Joanne
Augustine, director of college counseling at Arrupe Jesuit High School.
Because the college application
process is not optional at Arrupe
Jesuit, Augustine plays a hands-on
role when working with these students. Typically, she will meet with
each student six to seven times individually before the college and scholarship applications are sent off.
Augustine's involvement in this
demanding process has paid off as 100
percent of last year's graduating class
was accepted to college. Regis currently includes 15 of those Arrupe graduates.

FOUNDING ARRUPE
Seated in her small, basement office
with college counseling books lined on
her shelves, Augustine commented,
"Regis is always there to back us."
Regis University has supported
Arrupe since the beginning. In the
early planning stages, Regis provided
office space for Fr. Tom Cwik, S.J. in
2002, who conducted feasibility studies to determine Denver's need for a
Cristo Rey-type school. According to
Bill Fortune, vice . chair of Arrupe's
Board of Trustees, Cwik looked into
the possibility of locating the school at
a number of different locations
throughout the Denver area. Then, the
Holy Family High School building off
of Tennyson and 43rd Avenue became
available when Holy Family re-located
to Broomfield, off of 114th Avenue.
With the building less than two
miles from Regis, Fr. Michael Sheeran,
president of Regis, and other Regis
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assist with providing Jesuit education

to those who might not have been
afforded one before.
Moreover, Sheeran saw that "these
kids will be the leaders of the Catholic
community...they certainly will be professionals so I really wanted them to
have a Jesuit education."
As soon as the plans were finalized
for Arrupe to move, Regis helped
Arrupe with their maintenance needs,
notes Sheeran. Mike Redmond, associate vice president of Physical Plant,
used $10,000 of Regis maintenance
budget to get Arrupe up and running.
The Physical Plant team has since
aided Arrupe with their boilers, painting, and other maintenance needs.
Regis supports Arrupe in other ways
as well. "Regis provided Masters
degree education for Arrupe's
staff... most of it was done for free,"
Sheeran said. Regis has also provided
athletic equipment to help supply
Arrupe's sports programs. Each week,
Regis students tutor the Arrupe students in various subjects, explained
Augustine.
Furthermore, according to Tom
Reynolds, Regis vice president of mission and member of Arrupe Jesuit
High School's board, the Arrupe students are also given access to Regis'
Dayton Memorial Library. Reynolds
serves as a liaison between the two
schools and is important in communicating Arrupe's needs to Regis. The
university also partakes in the corporate work study program, providing
jobs for 10 students.
The pre-collegiate, summer program hosted at Regis University for
approximately 35 Arrupe students also
promotes this relationship. After the
Daniels Fund pre-collegiate workshop
was discontinued in 2005, Regis transformed the workshop to work with
Arrupe students. Dr. Victoria McCabe,

dfrector of the Regis

Commitment

Progran:i, has directed this summer

workshop since 2000. According to
McCabe, this is an academic, spiritual,
and social college-prep program that
enables Arrupe juniors to experience
campus life for five days.
The students take core classes, attend
extensive writing seminars which are
geared towards their college essays,
participate in social activities like
bowling and Rockies games, and partake in Fr. Woody service work. "It's
serious but it works and gives back,"
explained McCabe. The program provides one on one meetings with admissions counselors as well as financial
aid workshops. "They meet all kinds of
services here," said McCabe.
The students truly do experience college life by engaging in homework sessions, staying in the residence halls,
socializing with roommates, and conversing with professors. At the· end of
the program, the participants even get
graduation diplomas. "The fair makes
the scariness go away and they see that
the professors are real people,"
-explained Augustine.
The Regis faculty certainly make
this program possible by teaching
many of the workshop classes. The
program's faculty members include
Drs. Atkins, Callie, Cordova-Strang,
Garza, Ghedotti, Hicks, and Ortega.
According to McCabe, one professor
commutes from Boulder on Saturday
mornings in order to be part of every
program.
"Once they [the faculty] do it, they
are lifers," said McCabe. The faculty
and Admissions staff give their emails
and voicemails to the students in order
to answer any pressing questions. "It's
about long term relationships and
making school possible for first generation students," stated McCabe.
Indeed, this program is making college possible. Last year, 32 students

attegqed the program and every single
one is currently enrolled in college.
Fourteen of those students are now at
Regis, three received the Daniels
Scholarship, two of which attend Regis
as well. "Regis has the best program
it
is
a
nurturing
going,
environment...they always have someone looking out for them and that is
most important," Augustine said.

DIVERSIFYING T

u

For Sheeran, even though diversifying the campus was not the primary
reason for the Regis-Arrupe alliance, it
has been an added benefit. Before this
partnership, Regis drew large numbers
of students from Catholic high schools
such as Mullen, Holy Family, Regis,
and Machebeuf. According to Vic
Davolt, director of admissions at
Regis, in fall of 2007 Mullen sent 18
students compared to the 15 from
Arrupe. This makes Arrupe the second
largest feeder school assuming the
large percentage continues annually.
"It [the alliance] certainly benefits us
in terms of the enrollment," Davolt
said.
According to Davolt, in the fall of
2000, 13 percent of the incoming
freshmen were from ethnic backgrounds. Since then, Regis has steadily
grown in ethnic diversity. Particularly
in 2007, about 24 percent of the freshmen were ethnically diverse. More
important, however, is that Regis has
managed to reflect the ethnic demongraphics surrounding the University.
According to the US Census Bureau
2000 statistics, approximately 20 percent of the Denver metro area is
Hispanic or Latino.

See Founding on next page
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GABRIEL MARTINEZ:
A NEW FOUND CONFIDENCE

Molly Fortune
Contributing Reporter

With his father stationed with the
army in the Netherlands, 16 year old
Gabriel Martinez, a Denver native
plays the fatherly role to his tw~
brothers, Dominic (13), and Isaiah (9).
His responsibilities will inevitably
increase when his mother gives birth
to her first daughter. Martinez's mom
works for the American Cancer
Society, and has been involved with
nonprofit organizations since Martinez
was in 8th grade.
Mrs. Martinez was 18 when Gabriel
was born. During Martinez's formative
years, the family frequently moved
around the Denver metro area. He
attended about four grade schools
including St: James, Knight Academy'.
and Hamilton Middle School.
Martinez was enrolled in the Hamilton
International Baccalaureate (IB) program for 8th grade. That year his
mother coincidently saw the 9 News
fi
·
program eaturing Arrupe Jesuit High
School. According to Gabriel, she
immediately insisted that her son

UsL o the skills and values Anupe taught him, Martinez
plans ~o graduate and become a pediatrician. "I want a job
that gives back to the community." he said
apply to this new Jesuit school.
Martinez debated between going to
Arrupe and George Washington's IB
program. But after shadowing another
student for a day at Arrupe he was
sold. "I loved the class sizes, DPS was
overcrowded," Martinez said. "I felt
intimidated [by Denver Public
Schools]."
Martinez saw the differences
between his previous experience and
Arrupe. "I was coming from a DPS
school to a small, family structured
school," he said. The student teacher
ratio was especially appealing to
Martinez. "The teachers get to know
our names instead of our ID numbers,"
he explained.
Martinez especially loves the small,
close knit student body. "We even
know each other's middle names,
that's how close we are," Martinez said.
"I consider those guys [classmates] my
cousins," he went on.
Arrupe not only prepares Martinez
academically, but it nurtures his innate
abilities. "Before freshman year at
Arrupe I was really shy; at Arrupe I
have found a confidence I wasn't using
before," Martinez said. This newfound
confidence expanded through the work
study program.
"There are times when you have to
speak up in the work ertvironment," he
said. As a work study student in the
Regis University admissions office, he
has found a voice and is not afraid to
share his ideas with his supervisor and
co-workers.
Martinez reflects that he was not as
outspoken during his freshman and
sophomore work study experiences.
Freshman year, Martinez worked at
Citywide banks in Aurora where he

CRISTO, REY ~tt
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
Abbey Mermis
Staff Reporter

Recent Arrupe graduate and current
Regis freshman Gabriel Martinez, hopes
to one day be a pediatrician, emphasizing
a need to "give back" to the community.
Above, Martinez is diligently at work in
the Regis Admissions office, where
responsibilities include putting visitor
packets together and organizes college
pamphlets.

enjoyed his co-workers but found filing
work slow and repetitive. His sophomore job at Sherman and Howard a
downtown law firm, was more enj~yable because he spent his lunch hour
downtown eating with friends at Little
India's. Martinez was able to earn
some personal money when the law
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Cristo Rey Jesuit high school
opened in Chicago in 1996. Cristo
Rey offered an alternative to public
schools, particularly those in areas
which do not get adequate funding for
support resources and facilities, due
to the United States school finance
system.
This system provides "sharply different levels of education to students
from different class, race, and community backgrounds," according to
Stan Karp, author of "Money, Justice
and Schools."
In line with the democratic principles of our nation, public schools are
expected to offer equal educational
opportunity to all citizens, according
to Tozer, Violas, & Senese, in School
and Society: Historical and
Contemporary Perspectives. With an
education, citizens can move up the
economic ladder and participate
politically.
But, in their 2005 series, "Class
Matters," New York Times reporters
,!anny Scott and David Leonhardt
found that far less movement up and
down the economic ladder occurs
and success in school remains linked
to the ability to move out of poverty.

groups will fail to graduate in 2007
according to EPE Research Center
(Editorial Projects in Education,
which publishes Education Week).
In 2004, only 46 percent of Denver
Public high school students graduated. At the same time, 62 percent of
DPS students are eligible for the free
or reduced lunch program, according
to EPE Research Center.
Despite attempts to address this
problem of low achievement, most
recently through the No Child Left
Behind Act (signed into law in 2002),
funding gaps still impact the quality
of education that students receive in
the United States. "NCLB has put a
negative focus on things like the
achievement gap and disparities
between school districts, instead of
taking a positive, proactive stance on
how to solve those [disparities]," said
Barker.

fILLING THE GAP
In the United States, Catholic and
other religious schools have historically provided educational opportunities for immigrant and low-income
children, according to a United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops publication, "Renewing Our Commitment
to
Catholic Elementary and
Secondary Schools in the 1:hird
Mille.nn'l.un~."

firm hired him during spring break.
:.~::::.::Wh
~ ':';ilie=s
: :c:o~m
= e.:.:p==u:!:~b;=:/;-;:;
ic=:;
sc
::::;-J:=;:
10::;;o=cJ:;;:
s· ;;:t;;:::h rivc,
In recent years, 11owever, Catholic
Martinez was thriJiec1 when he
many struggle to provide educational schools in the inner cities have struglearned he would be working at Regis
opportunities for low-income and gled to stay afloat, as Catholics have
for his junior work study job. Previous
minorit} students, according to Dr. entered the middle class, those who
Heidi Barker, assistant professor of can pay for private education move to
experiences working at Escuela de
Guadalupe elementary school encoureducation.
the suburbs, New York Times
Public schools across the country reporter Diana Jean Schemo,
aged Martinez to explore an educationhave been largely funded by local explained in "Charities Pledge $19
al setting. In the admissions office
Martinez puts visitor packets together,
property tax bases, writes Karp, edi- Million to Jesuit Model Schools."
tor of Rethinking Schools. This sys- Schools like Holy Family high school
organizes college pamphlets, carts
tern, however, can result in unequal have since moved out of Denver to
mail to surrounding offices, and transeducational opportunities for stu- places like Broomfield where stufers boxes from the basement of Main
Hall. He enjoys the work because it is
dents because more affluent neigh- dents can afford tuition.
borhoods have more funds to support
As a Catholic, college preparatory
not repetitive and he isn't stuck in an
office chair.
their schools.
school, Cristo Rey also had to insure
"It's inevitable that schools heavi- that low-income students were able to
The "perks" of his job are most excitly dependent on property taxes will be afford school, so the innovative work
ing for Martinez. "I have gone swimming during the lunch break, played
unequal," states Karp. This means study program was created for stuthat poor neighborhoods, relying on dents to earn tuition while attending
basketball in the gym, and gotten a
library card," Martinez explained. His
property ta.xes, will not have the school.
The average graduation rate of
experiences have all been positive. "I
funds to support the best curricular
and extra-curricular programs for Cristo Rey from 1997-2003 was 97
want to come [to college] here, I love it
percent and currently 82 percent of
here so much," he said.
students.
Martinez is aware of the expectations
This unequal funding could be one Cristo Rey graduates attend or have
of many reasons why minority stu- completed college. Cristo Rey Jesuit
placed on him in his home, at school,
dents' struggle to stay in school. high school has been recognized
and on the job. With his mom preparing to walk during Denver University's
Trends, such as those tracked b) nationally as a ground breaking
spring graduation, Martinez knows the
Denver's Piton Foundation, suggest model for urban education, and as an
that many low achieving schools have example of what low-income students
importance of a first rate education.
"She wanted to graduate college before
high populations of students in can achieve when given the opportuI started," he explained.
poverty or who don't speak English. nity, according to the school's web- ,
In context, seventy-five percent of site.
Using the skills and values Arrupe
In response to their success, the
taught him, Martinez plans to graduate
White and Asian students completed
Educational
Initiative
and become a pediatrician. "I want a
high school with a diploma in 2002; Cassin
job that gives back to the community,"
around 50 percent of Black, American Foundation and the Bill & Melinda
he said.
Indian, and Hispanic students gradu- Gates Foundation invested close to
ated with a diploma, according to $30 million (starting in 2003) toward
Christopher B. Swanson, author of replicating this educational model
"Who
Graduates? Who Doesn't?," a around the United States.
Founding from previous page
Today, the Cristo Rey network
study
by the nonpartisan Urban
Given that Arrupe primarily serves the Hispanic population of Denver, these
19 high schools, with three
includes
Institute.
students enhance the diversity of Regis campus. ''They [Arrupe students] are
new
schools
anticipated to open in
National
graduation
rates
in
2004
Part of a growing Latino population at Regis... that reflects Colorado demograph2008.
at
70
perplaced
the
United
States
ics," said Davolt "It's important that Regis reflects the demographics of our comcent. However, an estimated 1.23 milmunity in Denver." As Fr Sheeran put it, "They can show their Anglo classmates
lion students, mostly from minority
the rest of America."
In addition to adding to the variety of perspectives and life experiences at
Regis, these students also can show the community what we have in common.
"The center point at Regis should be what we share," Davolt stressed.
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ARRUPE IN THE NEWS
fl

Molly Fortune
Contributing Reporter
Brooke Wagner, host of Denver's
CBS channel 4's "Breakfast with
Brooke," never considered doing a
story on Arrupe Jesuit High School
until Janet Lee, Regis technical services librarian, emailed her. Lee suggested she interview Fr. Steve Planning,
president of Arrupe Jesuit High.
Wagner did just that and her seven
minute interview with Planning aired
in June of 2007.
CBS 4 is only one example of the
numerous media outlets that have
covered Arrupe and the other Cristo
Rey modeled schools. In the Denver
area alone, Arrupe's story has been
covered on the Colorado Public Radio,
9 News, Rocky Mountain News,
Denver Post, ColoradoBiz Magazine,
The Colorado Lawyer, Denver
Business Journal, and the Denver
Catholic Register.
Lee has clippings and tapes of all of
these stories, including an entire email
folder and file drawer devoted to the
stories she has saved throughout the
years. The door to her office could
stand as an advertisement for the
school. It is covered with Arrupe's
Christmas photos of the student body,
thank you notes from Arrupe given
with graduation announcements, and
invitations to Arrupe's annual
fundraising dinner.
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"These are my kids," Lee explained
as she related her office door to mothers' covered refrigerators displaying
their children's achievements. "I am
watching their stages of growth," said
Lee.
Arrupe clearly spends considerable
time and resources on advertising and
public relations. "It is a financial type
of thing ...they need to make money,"
Lee said. "In order to work well you
have to have commitment by the businesses," she continued.
It is no coincidence that many of
Denver's prominent corporate magazines published stories about Arrupe
and its students. To succeed, Arrupe
needs the help of the local corporate
sponsors. "We always try to target the
business community knowing those
businesses are the backbone of the
school," said Helen Martin, development director at Arrupe.
On a national stage, the Cristo Rey
network has been covered by news
outlets such as USA Today, Time magazine, Newsweek, BBC News, Fox
News, America magazine, National
Public Radio, 60 Minutes, and the
New York Times. "The school sells
itself because the mission is so amazing," Martin explained about the marketing success.
G.R Kearney's new book, More than
a Dream, published by Loyola Press,
is due out in January of 2008. The
book documents the start-up and success of Cristo Rey.

LLEJO· ON HER WAY TO SUCCESS _ _ _ _ __
Molly Fortune
Contributing Reporter
"Feud.a Valle)o b.as lived mher house
c,""

'2.1:>\.b. ,.._..,,_a_ J-u"\\an. s\.n.ce sne £."\'.st

learned to walk. She grew up in the

neighborhood playing basketball and
rollerblading along the local streets.
Her father David Vallejo, "just
packed up and moved" with his brother from Rock Island, Illinois to Denver
when he was 18 years old. After learning the sheet metal trade as a young
boy, Mr. Vallejo continued to work in
the industry and is currently employed
at Chavez Sheet Metal.
Felicia's mother, Mercedes, moved
from Commerce City to Denver where
she lived in a duplex next to Felicia's
father. The two married and lived with
friends in an apartment on Mead St..
Mrs. Vallejo is currently a stay at home
mom.
Felicia attended Holy Family grade
school and Sts. Peters and Paul grade
school before enrolling in Arrupe
Jesuit High School. Sheila, Felicia's 12
year old sister, has followed in her
footsteps as she currently attends Sts.
Peter and Paul and will most likely also
attend Arrupe. Felicia first discovered
Arrupe as a fifth grader when Holy
Family showed the students the Cristo
Rey High School video. According to
Felicia, they wanted to give the students another option of where they
'Could go in the future.
"I thought it was £eally different
from what I thought high school would
be ... seeing uniforms and the kids at
work," Felicia commented. She was
accustomed to seeing her cousins go to
public schools. Because it wasn't
Catholic, the Vallejos were hesitant to
send Felicia to North, the public high
school in their district. According to
Felicia, they wanted a school focused
on religious values and college preparation.
After attending Arrupe's open
school night, Felicia was confident
with her decision. She was excited to
be employed in the corporate work

study program. "I was happy that I got
a chance to do something that normal
teens would never have the chance to
do," she said.
J>.s

porate headquarters, a feat that will
undoubtedly end up on his resume.
The sponsors assume risk by
employing students who are replacing
a tresnrnan at An-u-pe, it took e q_uivalent adult jobs. The students are

some getting used to for Felicia to

treated like any other employee as

manage her new schedule. The newest their supervisors and coworkers often
addition to her already busy class take them to special lunches for their
schedule was her corporate work study birthdays or get to know them on a
job at Exempla St. Joseph Hospital more personal level, according to
where she was responsible for filing Janet Lee, Regis technical services
and pushing paper around the local librarian and Felicia's supervisor.
hospital.
The varied local businesses have conThe corporate work study program, sistently returned to the program.
initially developed to provide tuition Many of the 80 employers include law

"It's not just learning a bunch of facts, we have a
lot of fun too ... my teacher makes it fun," Felicia
explained.
income for the high school, also provides much more for the students. As
Fr. Steve Planning, president of Arrupe
High School, puts it, "Just by letting
students be in that environment gives
them the hope and motivation to work
hard and get there."
In the program, every Arrupe student earns a portion of their tuition by
working five days a month in a corporate work study setting. By putting in
one full day's work each week, the student earns $5,000 of the $7,500 full
year tuition. Thus, tuition for families
costs $2,500, however, many students
qualify for further assistance. Each
corporate sponsor pays the school
approximately $20,000 for teams of
four students that are put to work in
their offices. The money paid to Arrupe
is not charity, but money that represents each student's hard earned work
on the job.
The corporate sponsors assert that
the students do work that is simple,
but essential, to the companies' performance. According to the sponsors,
the type of work includes answering
the telephones, greeting customers,
changing hospital beds, and filing.
One student has even been given the
task of building a database for the cor-

firms and health care institutions
(such as Exempla and Children's
Hospital), but also Chipotle Mexican
Grill Inc., Citywide Banks, Leprino
Foods Company, Wells Fargo
Brokerage
Services
LLC,
the
Archdiocese of Denver, and Frederick
Ross. Regis University has also been
an employer for all five years of
Arrupe's young existence.
As a sophomore, Felicia was thrilled
to learn she would be working at Regis
as this was her first choice so she could
experience a different type of workplace. Every Wednesday Felicia works
in Regis' Dayton Memorial Library.
According to Lee, Regis University
offers employment to two and a half
teams from Arrupe this year. The
College of Professional Studies
Distance Learning office and the
library share one team. Another team
works in the mail room and the copy
center and the last two students work
in the admissions department. Lee has
been the supervisor for the students
working in the library for the last four
years. "They are doing the same work
that college work study students would
do," Lee explained.
Lee has seen the students develop
skills she believes are necessary in the

corporate work setting, such as punctuality, neatness, follow through, and
organization. Working with different
supervisors develops interpersonal
skills. According to Lee, the library
work study students especially refine
their accuracy skills as mislabeling a
book can result in expensive fees and
extended labor. "It's been fun watching
them grow and mature even over a
year," said Lee.
Those skills don't just come naturally. According to Lee, the students are
required to take multiple training
courses before their work study program begins. These classes, often
called "First Impressions 101," are
taught by corporate sponsors and educate the students about basic manners
and terms of professionalism. The students learn how to dress properly,
shake hands, look people in the eye,
and other abilities needed in a professional work setting.
Lee has been involved with these
classes as well as other summer workshops that teach students how to use a
fax machine and a photo copier. "If a
corporate work study supervisor is
willing to take time off of the job to
come and teach that, then the student
realizes it must be important," said
Lee. The classes are necessary so that
the students are prepared and ready to
work their long workdays.
Every Wednesday, Vallejo arrives at
school exactly at 7:20 a.m. for the
weekly check-in. If she arrives a mere
10 minutes late, she receives detention
for one hour. At 7=45 a.m. she arrives
at Regis and says her standard "hellos"
to the staff. She then reports to Bob
who informs her of the tasks that need
to be completed for the day. These
tasks usually include doing music
scores, checking in public documents,
stamping, stripping, and ordering
books."
"I get to be more involved with
what's going on .. .l get to interact with
coworkers," said Felicia.

See Vallejo on next page
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Vallejo from previous page
The work is not boring because she is
allowed to listen to music, a luxury
most other Arrupe students are not
allowed.
At noon, Vallejo is given an hour
lunch break when she typically decides
to do her homework. "It's college-prep,
so it's hard. They are always giving
homework," she said.
As a straight A student, Vallejo feels
pressure to keep up with Arrupe's rigorous curriculum. However, Arrupe
employs nontraditional curricula as
well. "It's not just learning a bunch of
facts, we have a lot of fun too ... my
teacher makes it fun," Felicia
explained. Her Global Studies plays a
"Decisions-Decision" interactive game
to understand the process of colonization in history.
At 1:00 p.m., Felicia returns to work
from lunch and talks with Chanel
Ortiz, another library staff member,
who gives the instruction for the rest of
the afternoon. Normally this entails
more music scores, re-labeling books,
and covering books. According to
Felicia, there is always something to
do, they always keep her busy. At 3:45
p.m., the workday is finished and she
returns outside to wait for the Arrupe
bus. At 4:00 p.m. she arrives back to
school and waits for her mother to
drive her home where she will practice
guitar, hang out with friends, or most
likely do more school work.
During their annual fall breakfast,
about 50 of Denver's business leaders
packed into a small cafeteria, seated in
chairs that normally accommodate the
average high school freshman. After a
buffet breakfast prepared by the
school's cook, they began to reflect on
the contributions of Arrupe Jesuit
High School students to the five year
old corporate work study program.
While one business person, or "sponsor" referred to students as "well-mannered, mature, considerate, and professionally
dressed,"
another
expressed that students "do as good, if
not better, than many of our employees."
This is not to say that all the students are exactly alike. According to
Lee, they all have different personalities, work ethics, and motivation.
Some use their lunch hour to do homework, while others socialize and dine at
McDonalds. Some students rip their
tie off the second they step foot on the
school bus, while others wear their
professional clothing with pride.
Nonetheless, there are high expectations for each student to complete
their work.
Felicia is grateful to Arrupe for educating her not only in the classroom
but in the corporate setting as well. "I
have learned etiquette, how to behave
appropriately, to have your attitude in
check, be professional, be conscientious of those around you, and to show
respect to your supervisors," she said.
She understands that because of her
work study job and difficult school
work, more is required of her compared with other students her age.
"Some of my friends went to public
school and it is easier for them to not
put as much effort into it because it is
not as challenging ...but although it is
easier for them, they are more nervous
about college and getting jobs," she
said.
Felicia plans on going to Colorado
State University for veterinary studies.
She knew she was interested in that
particular field when the Denver Zoo
brought animals and reptiles to
Arrupe. An assistant asked who wanted to hold the snake and while everyone declined, Felicia did not hesitate to
volunteer.

F ORES: DISCOVERING ARRUPE JESUIT
Amy Smith
Staff Reporter

Freshman Erica Maes is best known
for her charismatic spirit and unceasing ability to make others laugh. As a
child growing up in North Denver,
near Sloan's Lake, Maes spent a great
chunk of her time bike riding with her
younger brother, watching television
with her family, and participating in
lighthearted games of basketball, softball, and volleyball.
Although Maes' parents underwent a
divorce early in her life, they have
always been her primary support network. From cheering her on at sporting events to motivating her in school,
they continuously push her to follow
her dreams and live the most fulfilling
life possible.
Although Maes has a tight-knit relationship with her family, especially her
mother, life has not always been simple. After the divorce, Maes' mother
faced the challenge of raising two
young children as a single parent, taking college classes, and working several jobs.
''You know, I truly saw struggle with
my mom," says Maes, "but when things
got hard, she always told us to have
faith and put things in God's handsthen things would get better."
In the midst of the challenging time,
Erica began her freshman year of high
school at Saint Mary's Academy, an all
girls' Catholic school. Here, Maes completed her freshman year and developed strong friendships with her peers.
Nevertheless, she felt somewhat dissatisfied with her academic performance.
The summer following her freshman

year, Maes' mother heard about
Arrupe Jesuit High School through
one of Maes' middle school teachers.
At the time, Arrupe was only accepting
freshman-which posed as a problem
for Maes, considering she had already
completed her freshman year.
However, with the help of her mother,
Maes decided to start over at Arrupe
Jesuit High School.
"I knew it was time for me to buckle
down and do my academics-so I didn't
care-I knew [Aruppe] would be a good
experience that would benefit me,"
says Maes. "At the time, I was a little
scared because I was entering a world
full of adults, but I was also very excited."

THE NAME SAKE
As part of the Cristo Rey Network,
Arrupe Jesuit High School opened in
2003 with hopes of providing better
opportunities for Denver's low-income
students. Named after Pedro Arrupe
S.J, the 28th Superior General of the
Society of Jesus, Arrupe Jesuit High
School built its foundation with
Arrupe's philosophy of forming menand-women-for-others.
In Valencia, Spain 1973, Pedro
Arrupe's speech, "Men and Women for
Others," to the Tenth International
Congress of Jesuit Alumni of Europe,
called the Catholic-Jesuit community
to re-examine the necessity of exercising social justice in Jesuit schools.
The address, in line with his previous
commitment to justice, stirred skepticism and controversy because of its
insistence for radical change.
"Prior to [Arrupe's] speech, alumni
of Jesuit schools tended to underplay
their social justice obligations. They
were excellent on analysis, synthesis,
business and personal integrity, but

....

Paul Flores Oeft) and Erica Maes (right), members of the first graduating class of
Arrupe Jesuit High School, attend their Spanish class with Dr. Elizabeth Medina, professor oflanguages.

they had little formation from their
education in the obligations of the educated person to use their talents in
service of those on the margins of society," says Fr. Michael Sheeran, S.J.,
president of Regis and member of the
Missouri Province of Jesuits.
Despite its controversy, Arrupe's
words re-established the paramount
objective of Jesuit education: developing men and women for others, "men
and women who will live not for themselves but for God and his Christ - for
God-the man who lived and died for all
the world; men and women who cannot even conceive oflove of God which
does not include love for the least of
their neighbors; men and women completely convinced that love of God
wbicb does no\: issue in jusuce im: o'tb.-

ers is a farce. "

BUILDING CONFIDENCE
At Saint Mary's High School, Maes
continuously struggled comprehending the academic material, specifically
math and science. "Some of the classes
were 2.5 hours long-because of my
short attention span and difficulty
understanding the work, I became
really frustrated."
Although Saint Mary's had a strong
curriculum, Maes experienced difficulty focusing and keeping up with the
pace of her classes. Upon enrolling at
Arrupe Jesuit High School, Maes worried she would face similar issues.
Unlike students enrolled in other
educational institutions, students at
Arrupe Jesuit all head down the same
educational path. Every student learns
the same material; however, the teachers divide certain classes based on the
learning needs of the student.
Arrupe Jesuit's curriculum encompasses various educational dimensions
that prepare students for the spiritual,
professional, and intellectual elements
oflife. The rigorous college-preparatory program prepares students for higher education.
"All students take the required courses to go to college," says Sr. Patty
Podhaisky, a theology and Spanish
teacher at Arrupe.
Core classes include four years of
mathematics, three and a half years of
science, four years of English, four
years of theology, one year of computers, and one year of art. Arrupe Jesuit
does not offer elective classes.
Because Maes previously struggled
with math, she started out taking slower paced math classes. "[The teachers]
put kids into faster pace classes, but
they didn't make any class seem more

special than the other- we knew it wasn't a big deal because they were trying
to help us," says Maes.
In later years, she ended up excelling
in math and transferred into a faster
paced math class. "In the past when I
didn't understand things, I realized it
wasn't because I didn't khow the material, it was because I didn't have the
confidence," explains Maes.
Due to the small class sizes, each
student receives the attention and
tutoring he/she needs in class. If a student fails to complete homework
assignments or has a D or an F in a
class, the school requires them to
attend "7th period," a mandatory study
hall program designed for students to
catch up in their classes. Arru-pe Jesuit
a\sO J:)I:OviUeS SU'['t\.'l:nel: Sthoo\. ""'°"""''..on."'

for students needing more credits.
"At Arrupe, you had to succeed," says

Michelle Spreutels, a freshman premed student at Regis.

FEELING Goop~ESENCE
Maes and her brother grew up in a
Catholic household, attending mass
weekly and participating in sacraments. Maes' mother, a devout
Catholic, encouraged her children to
embrace Catholicism, but never forced
them to take any particular path.
"My mom always pushed us to go to
church--! did my sacraments, I prayed,
I believed in God- but it wasn't until I
went to Arrupe that I became spiritual
and understood why my mom made us
do our sacraments," says Maes.
Amidst the process of creating a curriculum, the Cristo Rey Network established a vision for the hoped learning
outcomes of Cristo Rey graduates. In
addition to having intellectual competence, students are encouraged to
develop an understanding of faith, a
deep awareness of God's love, make
connections between choices and consequences, be compassionate and
respectful towards others, and believe
in dignity and equality for all.
The learning outcomes derive from
an extensive line of Jesuit beliefs.
"Jesuit education sets out to equip and
motivate students to develop the talents God gave them in order to take
His good world and make it better,"
says Sheeran.
As a Catholic-Jesuit high school,
Arrupe strives to succumb to the Cristo
Rey learning outcomes vision by integrating faith, community, service, and
social justice into the curriculum.

See Arrupe on page 10
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Arrupe from page 9

A BRIEF TIMELINE
1907- Pedro Arrupe is born in the
Basque region of Spain.
1927- Arrupe interrupts studies at the
University of Madrid to joins the Society
of Jesus
1936- Arrupe is ordained as a Jesuit
priest at St. Mary's Seminary in Kansas
1938- Arrupe moves to Japan, where
he spends 27 years as a missionary
1942-appointed Jesuit superior and
master of the novices in Japan

1945- After the atomic bomb falls in
Hiroshima, Arrupe utilizes his medical
skills for the service of the wounded and
dying; transforming the novitiate into a
make-shift hospital for over 200 grievously scarred human remnants.

In the classroom, students take four
years of religious studies including the
following courses: Introduction to
Catholicism; Old Testament (Hebrew
scriptures); New Testament; Church
History; Morality and Decision
Making; Social Justice; World
Religions; and senior synthesis.
"These courses are geared towards
personal integration-they're reflec~ng
on their lives and finding a meamng
for everything they do", says
Podhaisky, "we try to align our_ t~eology courses with this overall vis10n of
students we hope to produce".
In addition to theology classes,
Arrupe infuses daily prayer, religious
retreats, service projects, and mass
services into the lives of students.
Each day begins with prayer and ends
with reflection. In addition, teachers
and students pray together in classes
throughout the day.
Just recently, an Ignatian spiritual
exercise called the "examination of
conscious" became integrated into the
daily routine. "Every 5th period, students are asked to reflect on the day
and ask God, 'where were you present
and where did I miss you?,'" explains
Padhaisky.
Although various spiritual exercises
and rituals are integrated into each
day, Arrupe Jesuit provides the choice
for students to actively participate.
"They gave us the option of being spiritual and did a good job of not forcing
religion upon us," says Maes
To synthesize and apply what they
learn in class, students attend one reli-

1965- Fr. Pedro Arrupe is elected as
:1.,,;'t C.e.ne.~a\ Can~-.,e.~a't'lon 0£ fue. Soc'le.'t'y

1973- In his address to the Jesuit
Alumni, Fr. Arrupe calls upon Jesuit
schools to educate men and women to
serve others, an ideal that now guides
Jesuit schools across the world.
1975- Jesuit delegates from around

_,

the world gather at the 32nd General
Congregation (GC), to consider how the
Society of Jesus was responding to the
deep transformation of all Church life
that was called for and launched by
Vatican II.

1983- Arrupe resigns due to poor
health

1991- Arrupe dies in Rome

2000- Commitment to Justice
Conference at Santa Clara University

dimensions.
"A week ago my father died, and several of the students made sympathy
cards for me. One of the kids, who is
normally quiet and sits in the back of
the class, wrote: 'if you ever need a
shoulder to cry on, I am here.' One of
the greatest rewards of teaching at
Arrupe is the ability to openly express
love in the classroom and develop
wonderful relationships with the students," explains Padhaisky.

STARBUCKS CLOSE CALL
About a month before graduation,
students at Arrupe Jesuit began getting pumped about graduation. With a
collective two million dollars in scholarships, a 100 percent graduation rate,
a work-prepared, college preparatory
resume, Arrupe Jesuit's first graduating class had a lot to be excited about.
"My parents were ecstatic that I was
graduating-my mom cried the week
before graduation-she was a mess,''
says Maes.
Graduation morning, Maes and her
two closest friends met at Starbucks to
hang out. At Starbucks, one of her
friends accidentally locked the keys in
the car. "We thought we would miss
graduation," says Maes, laughing.
Fortunately, Maes and her friends
arrived at graduation right on time.
That day, family members, friends,
teachers, faculty members, news
reporters, corporate sponsors, and
Mayor Hickenlooper gathered in the
school gym to witness Arrupe Jesuit
High School's class of 2007 receive
their high school diplomas.

"COLLEGE IS NOT AN OPTION"

tb.e twenty-eigb.th superior general at the
ofJesus

gious retreat per school year. Some of
the retreats take place within th e
school others require traveling.
Th~ Kairos retreat, which, loosely
translated from Greek, means "God's
Time" _ is an opportunity for ju~iors ~o
reflect on the presence of God m their
everyday life and develop closer relationships with their peers.
At the Sacred Heart Jesuit retreat
center Maes and her classmates spent
four days and three nights attending
masses, doing team activities, and
deeply engaging with one another..
"We talked about our personal bves
and what we've gone through-it was
emotiona," says Maes.
When Maes was a senior, she
became a Faith Ambassador at Arrupe.
As an ambassador, she helped students
feel comfortable expressing their spirituality. She also helped organize and
lead the Kairos retreat for the juniors.
"When I lead discussions with the
students, I felt the presence of God. I
knew it wasn't me that got through to
them, but God that got through them
through me. That's when I felt my spirituality coming out-when I could help
others become spiritual too" says
Maes.
The religious aspects of Arrupe Jesuit
High School create a unique learning
environment for both students and
teachers. Unlike most public schools,
students and staff can discuss values,
religious beliefs, and God in class.
Although some students feel turnedoff to the spiritual aspects, most
respond in a positive way.
As a theology teacher, Patty
Padhaisky experiences first-hand the
outcomes of Arrupe Jesuit's spiritual

Abbey Mermis

Staff Reporter
Growing up Paul Flores always new
he would go to college. A confident,
soft spoken freshman, Flores remembers growing up knowing that college
was simply the next step after high
school.
From a tight knit family, Flores
credits his success in school to his families support. "My family has been an
extreme support for me in everything
I've done, both inside and out of
school," said Flores.
Born and raised in Denver, Flores
moved to 64th and Lowell when he was
eight years old. Flores attended St.
Catherine of Siena School until 8th
grade. "I had always gone to Catholic
schools, and I wanted to go to a
Catholic high school," said Flores.

Accepted into Arrupe Jesuit high
school, Flores was part of the first
freshman class at the school.
With Arrupe's innovative work study
program, Flores was able to gain work
experience while paying a portion of
his tuition. Working at environments
such as Jazz89/KUVO (a non-profit
jazz radio station), Jones & Keller law
firm, and CH2M Hill engineering firm,
Flores has a well developed resume
and corporate experience.
At first I was a little intimidated to
go into the corporate world, said
Flores, but working in various environments helped me develop skills for the
real world. Aside from the work study
program, Arrupe bas a tough curriculum to create well rounded individuals.
Arrupe helped with the transition to
college because the discipline was so
rigorous; when I came to Regis the

work load was similar to Arrupe so it
wasn't a hard transition, said Flores.
With a unique high school experience, Flores got opportunities that
many high school students would have
never experienced. As part of the first
graduating class of Arrupe Jesuit high
school, "I was ecstatic to graduate and
I felt a real sense of accomplishment,"
said Flores.
Now 18 years old, Flores sees a
future in business and someday would
like a career as a financial advisor.
Although he loves Colorado, he hopes
to move around a bit before settling
down.
"When my kids get ready to graduate high school, [hopefully] going to
college will be the standard," said
Flores, "I will teach them what my parents taught me: college is not an
option."

The reporters would like to thank all of the people who generously offered
their time and care to make this story possible.
Amy Smith, a sophomore
Born and raised in
communication major, grew
Denver,
junior
up in Thornton, Colorado and
Communication major
graduated from Northglenn
Abbey Mermis graduatHigh School in 2006.
ed from Arvada West
She currently lives in
high school in 2005 and
Denver with her parents and
currently lives in Arvada
twin brothers, who are senwith her parents and
iors at Northglenn High. She
dog, Zander. Mermis
enjoys running, hiking, drinktransferred to Regis
ing coffee, and reading.
from Front Range
While enrolled in Dr. Heidi
Community College,
Barker's sophomore seminar
where she received an
Amy Smith '10 course, "Schooling in a Abbey Mermis '09 associate of arts degree.
Diverse and Democratic
As the first person in her
Society" this semester, Smith developed an interest in family to stay in college and go to a four year uniclass and race issues related to American public educa- versity, Mermis admits to feeling a connection
tion. This interest particularly fueled her involvement with the Arrupe students.
for this story.

As a Denver native, Molly Fortune
attended St. Mary's High School. After
attending Santa Clara University in
California, she transferred to Regis during the middle of her sophomore year,
declaring a major in psychology, while
fulfilling pre-med requirements. She
will graduate in the spring of 2008 and
eventually enroll in graduate school.
Currently, she plans to enter the hospital
administration field but still wrestles
with the idea of becoming a doctor.
- ~-,_._...,
Fortune witnessed Arrupe's develMolly Fortune OS opment from the beginning, as her parents are involved and dedicated to the school. Her father, Bill
Fortune, is currently the vice chair on Arrupe's Board of Trustees.
Her mother, Kathy Fortune, volunteers as a college counselor and
assists in planning the annual Magis Night fundraising dinner.
This year Molly Fortune has joined the planning committee for
the fundraising dinner.
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Three threats from three

Three community college transfers have given the basketball team
something that they didn't have last season 3-point shooting.
David Vranicar
Sports Editor
It took less than two and a half minutes for the Regis basketball team to
show what its biggest change has been
since last season. And it's not the new
jerseys, the six new players, or the surprising 2-0 conference record. (They
started 1-10 last season.)
Nope, the biggest change thus far has
come from afar: the 3-point line.
In a span of 2:28 in Friday's game
against CSU-Pueblo, newcomers Andy
Pokorny and James Bullock proved
that this team, unlike last season's 9-17
squad, will not be crippled by an ineptitude from beyond the arc.
Pokorny provided the first bit of evidence by draining two triples - one of
them an and-one - in a span of 23 seconds. Not to be outdone, Bullock
scored five points of his own by knocking down an 18-footer and then a 3pointer a minute later. The two combined for 12 quick points, all on deep
jumpers.
That kind of production is a far cry
from last season when the team shot
an abysmal 27.6 percent from distance, hoisting 352 3-pointers and
connecting on less than 100 of them.
Last season's shooting, according to
Coach Lonni.e Porter, was tough to
stomach.
"Nothing drives a coach crazier,"
Porter said, "than to execute the
offense but not knock down a shot.
And last season we didn't have anyone
to shoot the ball. It was a nightmare."
But that was last season. Nowadays
Pokorny and Bullock, both community
college transfers, have teamed up with
fellow transfer Aaron Sutton to help
Regis put their shooting woes behind
them.
The three gunners have combined to
hit 50 of 103 3-pointers this season,
good for a sterling 48.5 percent. They
are on pace to hit 163 deep-balls
between the three of them, a welcome
change from last year when the team's
top three 3-point shooters combined
for a total of just 61 3-pointers.
It is not by accident that Regis
recruited Pokorny, Bullock, and
Sutton. After watching his team
Photos by Brett Stakelin
doomed by bad 3-point shooting last
Junior transfer Aaron Sutton (12) shoots a deep ball against Adams State last
season, Porter was determined to not Saturday. Sutton is one of three first-year tranfers, along wit_h Andy Pok~rny and
let it happen again.
James Bullock (right), shooting nearly 50 percent from 3-pomt range this season.
"I didn't want to see anyone that
"He said that last year they didn't
have anyone to just really shoot the
ball in," Bullock said. "That's what he
was recruiting me for. He gets on me if
I pass up an open shot because that's
what he brought me here for."
Last season's opponents almost
the new shooters even arrived on cam- always flooded the paint on defense
couldn't shoot the ball," Porter said of pus, Porter let them kn?w what he and dared Regis to shoot from the outhis off-season recruiting. And before expected from them: 3-pomters.

\2

side. Without a Ranger shooting better
than 31 percent from 3-point range, it
was a sound strategy.
It looks - so far, at least - like teams
won't be able to do that this season.
Pokorny, Bullock, and Sutton are all
averaging between 10 and 13 points
and shooting between 44 and 52 percent from 3-point range.
But Porter and the three shooters all
give credit to another community college transfer, 5-foot-10 point guard
Gabriel Green, who set single-game
(15) and single-season (254) assist
records last season at Glendale
Community College in Arizona. Green
was brought in to distribute the ball to
the shooters - and he hasn't disappointed.
"He's a true point guard," Porter
said. "He's not a high-scoring point
guard. But I can't remember the last
time we had someone who could get
10, 11 assists in one game."
Green - who leads the team in minutes - has tallied nine and 11 assists,
respectively, in individual games this
season and is currently fifth in the
Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference
with 4.8 assists per game. Those on the
receiving end of his passes like having
him around.
"[He] is one of the best point guards
I've played with," Bullock said. "He's
smart with his shots, but b e likes to
pass the ball, and that makes evecyone

-

-

e1se a threat."

Coach and players alike acknowledge

that wins may be harder to come by
once Regis, now 6-2, hits the heart of
its conference schedule. But it's safe to
say that with Pokorny, Bullock, and
Sutton on the receiving end of Green's
passes, the team has a better shot than
they did last season.

"Last season," Porter said, "We didn't
have anyone to shoot the ball. It was a
nightmare."

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GREEN LIGHT DISTRICT
FOR THEIR CONVINCING INTRAMURAL BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP!
Bill "Franchi$e" Dong, David Vranicar, Laura, Luke Moloney,
Jack, Jill, Natalie, and Sarah

-

001PUS CALENDAR

12 Highlander

I TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2007

Th Highlander presen s ...
WIT

JOI

T

TAKE A PICTURE WITH YOUR FAVORITE CELEBRI

w

• DURI GTHE FINALS BREAKFAST, DINING HALL, 9 P.t1.
• DNESDAY, DINING HALL, 00 • I P.H.

-TA.

